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Comparison of the Prescription Status of Fixed-dose Combination Drugs versus
Combinations of Single Agents with the Same Substances in Diabetes Treatment
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Summary : Currently, fixed-dose combination drugs are being used in the treatment of various diseases, and are helping
to improve adherence due to reduced tablet numbers. However, drug costs must be taken into consideration as part
of treatment, such as in cases involving elderly patients with lifestyle-related diseases who are receiving many medica-
tions. Therefore, by focusing on the situation before/after the release of fixed-dose combination drugs for diabetes, we
examined the patient number trends regarding the use of single brand-name drugs and generic drugs.

In conclusion, when only a single generic drug is approved, fixed-dose combination drugs were frequently used, either
at a lower or similar price, whereas single agents were used when two generic drugs are approved. However, further
research is necessary due to cases of exceptions.
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