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Trend of Usage Condition of Generic Medicines after 
the Prescription Form Re-change

 

Summary: To stimulate the spread of generic medicines, a re-change in the prescription form was under-
taken in April 2008. We traced the usage conditions of generic medicines before and after the re-change. 
The issuance rate of prescriptions that can be changed to generic medicines from brand name medicines 
increased immediately after the re-change in April 2008 to 61.2  from 16.7  in March 2008. Afterwards, 
this number has decreased consistently, to 53.5  in November 2008.
The rate of change to the generic medicines in prescriptions that can be changed to generic medicines 
decreased temporarily to 42.7  in April 2008, compared to 48.7  in March 2008. Afterwards, the change 
rate recovered and maintained a 50  level. Compared to 7.0  in April 2007, the change rate to generic 
medicines for all prescriptions increased rapidly to 26.1  in April 2008, and 28.5  in November 2008. As 
a result of the change to generic medicines, pharmaceutical expenses were reduced by 1.46 billion yen in 
fiscal year 2007 and by an estimated five billion yen in fiscal year 2008. 
Based on these results, it is thought that the re-change in the prescription form succeeded. However, an 
additional strategy is also needed, beyond decreasing the issue rates of prescription that can be changed to 
generic medicines.
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