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Evaluation of the Effects of Prescription Substitution for Relieving Problems at 
Insurance Pharmacies due to a Lack of Medicines

Summary Objective; In Japan, people experience difficulties in obtaining prescription drugs at insurance 
pharmacies due to the limited availability of medicines. We examined the feasibility of substitution 
prescriptions for reducing this problem.
Methods; We investigated the edition of the pharmaceutical price list revised in April 2007. We counted the 
number of non-generic, generic medicines, standards of medicines listed in the Japanese Pharmacopoeia 
ingredients, and so on. Further, we calculated the number of types of medicine required in different cases 
of prescription substation rules.
Results; If the rules of prescription substitution are not implemented, 12,766 medicines are required to 
meet the requirements of all Japanese prescriptions. Similarly, 7,968 medicines are required for generic 
substitution prescriptions, and 4,192 medicines for generic name prescriptions. In the characteristic 
Japanese pharmaceutical price list, 2,566 kinds of traditional Japanese medicines are listed, and 3,394 kinds 
of medicines that are included in the Japanese Pharmacopoeia ingredients are listed.
Conclusion; Generic prescription substitution is effective for relieving problems related to the limited 
availability of generic medicines in insurance pharmacies. However, in order to obtain a fundamental 
solution, we need a rule for generic name prescriptions as for Japanese Pharmacopoeia medicines and 
some other methods.
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