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The Use of Generic Drugs at Hospitals that Introduced DPC
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Summary The Japanese government aims to increase the share of generic drug shipments to 30  or 
more of the total drug volume by FY2012. To achieve this goal, the government is taking several promotive 
actions. Although the Diagnosis Procedure Combination DPC  system is one such action, the money-
based share of generics is only notified to hospitals that have introduced DPC DPC hospitals, hereinafter  
by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare. In this study, we revealed the actual situation of generics 
usage in DPC hospitals by analyzing the DPC data. We collected DPC data of the three years from 2006 
to 2008 from 35  or more DPC hospitals every year, and analyzed them using girasol,  a DPC analysis 
system by Medical Architects Inc.
The share of generics in DPC hospitals in FY2008 was 7.6  in monetary value and 9.8  in volume. By 
descending order, dosage forms were divided into topical drugs, injections, and oral drugs. To further 
examine the promoting effect that the DPC system has on the use of generics, we investigated the 
monthly generics share trend of FY2008 in DPC hospitals, and revealed that the shift towards generics 
only occurred in injections, indicating their significant effectiveness. Moreover, by analyzing the active 
ingredients of every injection, we found that a shift towards generics occurred not only in specific, but 
various active ingredients.
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