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Impact of Prescriptions of Generic Drug Products that Restrict Changes
to Generic Drug Products
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Summary : In promoting the use of generic drugs, a problematic issue for pharmacists at health insurance pharmacies
has been the handling of prescriptions that specify use of a particular generic drug product, along with an instruction
reading, “Not changeable to generic drug products”. The prescription format, which allows the designation of “Not
changeable to generic drug products” should be improved.

In particular, the “Not changeable to generic drug products” instruction forces health insurance pharmacies to place
an urgent order when they do not have the drug product specified in the prescription on hand, which may also force
them to accumulate dead stock. In addition, this instruction can delay the start of medication, causing a deterioration of
the patient’s condition. Prescribing medical institutions may also suffer an increase in inquiries from health insurance
pharmacies. For these reasons, we find the generic drug prescription format containing, “Not changeable to generic drug
products” to be unsuitable, and hence request revision of the relevant act.
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