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Consciousness Survey on Generic Drugs (GE Drugs) in the Department of Psychiatry,
Showa University School of Medicine
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Summary : Although the introduction of generic drugs (GE drugs) has been promoted in Japan to address the
increasing medical expenses and to maintain the current medical policies, some doctors have a vague anxiety about
GE drugs. In this research, we conducted a questionnaire survey on GE drugs targeting 46 doctors who belong to the
Department of Psychiatry, Showa University School of Medicine, and investigated measures necessary for doctors to
proactively prescribe GE drugs. The results showed that doctors tend to be anxious about changing prescriptions from
the original drugs to the GE drugs, rather than being anxious about the GE drugs themselves, and that doctors with
less knowledge about the GE drug system tend to be more anxious about GE drugs. Therefore, we consider that the
creation of an environment where doctors can prescribe GE drugs from the initial visit and where they can easily obtain
information about GE drugs, may contribute to increase the market share of GE drugs.
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