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The Previous Measures Taken by the NHI to Promote the Use of Generics in Japan
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Summary : Substantial progress has been made with the use of generics in the Japan's National Health Insurance (NHI)
system especially since the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare established the “Action Program for the Promotion
of the Safe Use of Generic Drugs” in October 2007. As the market share of generics has increased in volume, the
government will now raise the target share to 80% by September 2020. Multifaceted governmental measures intended to
promote the use of generics include not only measures involving the NHI system, but also include measures for supplier
side, such as stabilizing the supply, ensuring the safety of generics, and enhancing the information service, and measures
for institutional mechanisms, such as performing promotional activities for the use of generic and introducing the incen-
tives for insurers.

In this paper I look at the history of the NHI measures taken previously, including the “premiums for generic use
systems” and the “premiums for generic dispensing systems”, which suggest that the importance of the consistency
of measures promoting the use of generics, as well as the background and perspective behind revisions of individual
policies.
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