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Contribution to a Sustainable Social Security System through the Popularization
of Biosimilars
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Summary : Although biopharmaceuticals are innovative drugs that show excellent therapeutic effects, they are
extremely expensive. On the other hand, biosimilars are low-cost drugs that show identical effectiveness and safety as
the precedent biopharmaceuticals, and can therefore reduce the burden on the patient and improve access to treatment.
The popularization of biosimilars is expected to contribute to curb the national medical care expenses, and to play a role
in maintaining sustainable social security.

Biosimilars are relatively new on the market and the general population has not become familiar with them yet.
Therefore, the Japan Biosimilar Association is performing various awareness-raising activities to promote the popular-
ization of biosimilars. In 2020, an initial premium for guidance management of the home self-injection of biosimilars was
introduced, and it is reported that such popularization promotion incentives resulted in healthcare system savings of 41.8
billion yen in 2020. However, the precedent biopharmaceuticals have still not sufficiently been substituted by biosimilars.
To further promote the use of biosimilars, it is essential for the government to clarify the substitution index of the
biosimilars. Increased use of biosimilars can be expected by establishing a numerical target and promoting incentives.
In recent years, the government has shown positive policies for the popularization of biosimilars and fostering of the
bio-industry. To make sure that those policies are realized, government-private cooperation on those issues is considered
to be important.
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