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Impact of Introduction of an Authorized Generic Drug Supply
System on the Pharmaceutical Market Analyzed Using Statin
Prescription Data
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Summary: Medical costs are steadily increasing due to increased health concerns in the aging population and advances
in medical technology. The share of generic drugs in Japan is still low compared with that in other countries. Annual
changes in prescription amounts of statin generics upon introduction of an authorized generic (AG) system were analyzed
using national medical database open data from National Database of Health Insurance Claims and Specified Health
Checkups of Japan. Several patent-expired drugs containing statins are available, and the prescription of generic drugs,
including AGs, is increasing. Sale of AGs before the expiration of generic drugs accelerated the transition from branded
drugs to generic drugs over a short period. However, the total usage rate of generic drugs for which AGs were not
launched did not differ from that of drugs with AGs. Although AGs approved by the manufacturer of the branded drug
are more reliable than conventional generic drugs, they do not always have a high market share. As the introduction of
the AG system may have an impact on the pharmaceutical market, it is necessary to monitor trend changes using generic
drugs with the AG system over the years.
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to reduce medical costs by using inexpensive generic
National medical costs continue to increase due drugs 0. Japan is also frequently amending laws
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