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Impact of Changes in Copayment Ratio on Choice of Generic Drugs Before and
After the Termination of the Child Medical Expense Subsidy System
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Summary: The pediatric medical expense subsidy system, which subsidizes medical expenses, allows parents not to prefer to
use generic drugs (GEs) for their infants and children. In this study, the GE use rate of patients in Tokyo, Saitama, Chiba, and
Kanagawa was investigated, focusing on the timing of subsidy termination for pediatric medical expenses during junior high
school graduation in March 2022. The volume share of GE was tabulated by month from April 2021 to March 2023, and the
percentage change of GE use before and after the subsidy termination was determined. A total of 5,950 were included, and the
percentage of GE use increased from 64.6% during to 69.8% after the subsidy period. The proportion of generic prescriptions
significantly increased from 58.1% to 63.3% (p=3.73%x10712), whereas the proportion of unchangeable prescriptions signifi-
cantly decreased from 16.5% before to 13.4% after the subsidy period (p=1.92x1078). The proportion of GE use tended to
increase after the pediatric subsidy termination, indicating that an increase in patient copayment may contribute to the promotion
of GE use. The proportion of prescriptions with generic names increased, whereas the proportion of unchangeable prescriptions
decreased, demonstrating that not only pharmacy pharmacists but also physicians promote GE use when copayment is required.
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