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Current Situation Surrounding the Use of Biosimilars at Mishuku Hospital
—Reasons why the Use of Infliximab Biosimilar is not Increasing—
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Summary : Mishuku Hospital, Federation of National Public Service and Personnel Mutual Aid Associations, has
actively promoted the use of generic drugs and biosimilar (BS). Although the physicians of the hospital made a complete
switch to filgrastim BS when the hospital stopped buying G-CSF and confirmed that BS has high economic benefit with
not being inferior in terms of effectiveness; however, the hospital failed to achieve a swift switch of infliximab to its BS. To
clarify the reasons for not switching infliximab, we analyzed the hospital's medicine costs for the three-year period since
April 2013 to calculate the economic benefit brought about by switching to the BS, as well as interviewed three physicians
who are prescribing infliximab at the hospital. The results indicated the involvement of the following two reasons: (i) in
the case of infliximab, switching to the BS does not always reduce the patient’s burden by using the Medical Expense
Support Program for Intractable Diseases, etc.; and (ii) neither the physicians nor the patients have much trust in the
efficacy of BS. To promote a switch to BS, more domestic reports demonstrating the equivalence of BS and newly estab-
lishment of medical fee incentives are required.
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