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Fiscal 2018 Comprehensive Revision of the NHI Drug Pricing System
—with the Focus on Generic Drugs
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Summary : The fiscal 2018 revision of the NHI Drug Pricing System departs from dependence on long-listed drugs,
which is part of pharmaceutical companies’ management strategy. In addition, the price of some generic drugs that
have been on the market for over 10 years will gradually be consolidated into a unified price. As Japan’'s drug costs are
increasing substantially, it is important to promote the use of generic drugs and biosimilars to control drug costs. On the
other hand, it is also necessary to continue discussions on supporting pharmaceutical companies that have lost patent
protection of their products.
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