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Toward the Period after Achievement of a Generic Market Share of 80%
—Expected Role of Biosimilars—

R ER e BEE BHED

TaTsuo KUROKAWA *2, YOSHIHIRO NAMBU P

A R FEAH RN F 3 35 —#ESHERE
bkt NH AN F 2 35 —Ess

Summary : Biopharmaceuticals have shown remarkable therapeutic effects for malignant tumors (cancers), blood
diseases, and autoimmune diseases. On the other hand, it has also been pointed out that high drug costs could lead
to increases in both patient financial burdens and social security costs. Under these circumstances, an expansion of
biosimilars not only contributes to curbing medical expenses and maintaining a sustainable healthcare system, but also
promises to provide improved access to treatment for patients who are hesitant to receive treatment with biopharmaceu-
ticals for economic reasons. In addition, from the viewpoint of industrial development and stable supply, as well as devel-
opment of the bioeconomy in Japan, technological and human resource development for the manufacture and research of
biopharmaceuticals, including biosimilars are urgent issues that need to be addressed. We hope that these issues will be
resolved by applying the road map that contributed significantly to achieving an 80% market share for generic drugs to
biosimilars, with reference to the history of promotion and public education of generic drugs.

Key words : biosimilars, sustainable healthcare system, improved access to treatment with biopharmaceuticals, road
map
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