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Current Situation and Challenges Regarding the Efficacy and Safety of Generic Topical
Ointments:
Various Approaches for Evaluating Bioequivalence
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Summary : Drug products for topical use are applied to a wide range of conditions, due to the complex nature of the skin
as well as the diversity of patient skin conditions. As topical drugs are activated on the skin surface and in the adjacent
lower stratum corneum, the blood drug concentration is not always regarded as the appropriate index for therapeutic
equivalence. Thus, bioequivalence (BE) evaluations for such drugs are considered to be very difficult, and countries
around the world have adopted a variety of approaches. In this paper, I summarize the commonalities and differences
between Western and Japanese BE guidelines, and present the latest trends in evaluation methods.

Key words : drug product for topical use, bioequivalence study, generic drug, biowaiver

B R EEA A OB, KE ORI E RGN R L R L BRLEOREOL A EET L L, S
2D, VEHASEZ I R0, MR T Cd 2 RATR @ REANE, 43 L i S8 B ANE R AR S %o
TRIEEE RO RnZ Ens, EYENEEYE (BE) OFHliH LWl s LTSN TBY, KETE 4 2RI A
MHEENTVE, FHEHEANRLKD BE T4 K54 Y EENBE 774 K4 2 & s HhEmiconT
B L L L b2, FHMIFEBEORITOBMIZOVTHAT 5.

F—U—F @B A, ARSI Vo) v ZEER, N F TN

o 7 05 P LA OB 6, P SS9 22T,
Lol fi D BT HEE L SHTH Y, O

A RS (BE) SBE, MRS WA . 4SRRI OB R
At 2 WA CHE L ORI, Zathnt WU A X D IRsE SR S E S L,
FSCh s L R RT3 bl RSN ARIT B3 L b I B A e 00 F S 0 i & e
b7, VEFREI R OEBEE A EY 58 524\ C LA S0/, BE OFFMAHE L8 -
A O R RS 2 1 RS 212 2B LCRMENTH Y, SETHA I $lah 7k X

Twék?ﬁ“’t#‘BE%it%ﬁ@BEI’Jktzofwé nTwa
L A AR R UK 0 & 9 122 B BR L% A Z I CARRETIE, B HEAN4R 5 Kk o BE
TER BT AW T, MPhEYEE» S5 TAFIAVEENBE A FI4vendemh

N7z YEaE /85 X — % — (AUC, Cmax ) %18 FHEEIZOWTEMHS 5 & L2, FHlisREoRx
2 BE 23T A Z ENMEETH S, — 5T, B OENENZDOWTHEA L7\,

1. BRICETS BEHA K51

T 210-9501 )05 w7 J1 T [X e W] 3-25-26

TEL : 044-270-6507 FAX : 044-270-6511 IS BT 2 T FT B 38 i B O B 5 R 38 i
E-mail : abey@nihs.go.jp D7D DEWFEH RSB A NI 4~ Tl
% U3 v 2% Vol 14, No. 2 (2020)

gogooo



BE &Pk & L COREESEYBIRE=1) (DPK) Bk
I Lo, @FEHEA (PD) 3B, Qfr=3t5,
@EDBEEN (PK) W GOFKRER ©in
vitro MITFRER, OEMWREBRAR SN TWB Y, FRE
ZBE 74 FI4 >0 Q&A? RRHEY 25
N7z, DI K FHiABE ORI T L 0 5.

O DPK #Bii%, EHEIREIZBWTHRBNIZAETE
T 2EEYEH S BE 25T 2 FETHY, HED
WA NT A TIEREN LR EL L CThER T
SNTWA. EWIREEICBIT 5 M@ h3E i g,
BH DS ABNOBITEE L, AREH»LDOEY O
FEEIZ L > TIREENS, EWIREICR2LET—
SERE IR B L 71, i L2 Ak % kst
D7 —7T10~20 [HFHEL (F—TA MY v EY
7)), ARBTOEYEERT HI LT, EWORE
NONAFTRAFTEY) T 4 %5HliT A LEATE
. AFEIERIAS AN, F2E3AaB LD b
REBIZH 2 HEMOWGEIHEATE L, HHORE
B0, fABon sz R RIIES &%
L LZERNPE L o AH0Y, ERICERTEOR
MR R L) 2 C, WY B E ERT L2 &
NEETHD.

@ PD 2B 1%, BTERALCHAE U 5 SHS UG &
WE LT, BE 25§ 2 HETh b, SHHILRP
BTRERBE NI, REFIELTATEA L
FIFI O K7 1§ & DGRBS Z T S5 . B R
HIZX B NEzEOERLOEE IR L &
WHHBAEASRRD 5N TE Y, BEELSOME %
BEHC X D MEIE L, AR & Ed 5 2 &L TBE
DFHtA TN S,

QBAERER, BEIEE SN -BoK hC
BT 28 lEL, HEErLELIICZL
TRISICHA LR Z2HEET 2 HETHL. B
ATz B BHI D% 1%, 5B L TRIEANE
13 08B % EEPTH D120, BREEID
FHMEA & P RE 722 SABRE O FE LA R D 5 1
5. F72, L ETOHAD O S NIZE RS
BEOWERTH Y, BN TOZEE ([ OdkiuE
B WUHE) F TSN/ DTH L0, FEE
DIFFICEET RETH 5.

@ PK Bz, 1% @M L 72 %oy o mpig
E#ME L, PK/¥F X —% —75 BE 254 %
FHETH L. FExhFE 7232 PK /X5
A—=F— MY B ENPORTENE, FRETE

Table 1 HAKERIC &5 BE sHliED GAP f#hT
g wm PPK PD PK K L PRBE

A BB B WM Bk
HAR O O @) ®) —

EMA O @) ©) O O
FDA — @) @) O ©)

ELTHWAZENTE S, WickT PKaBRASRIT
ENDHDIF, EHWINE HEE L7z RN %
L L72b DT, JFPTRE#EH A CIRBEENT
Hb.

OFERABIE, EIEMIIO L THBEMREICET 5
WY R THE 2B, FEHICFESFEEZEHL 5 5
WEEH TR ZITH) LEXSH L. O~DF Tl
WA\ DR & 5 L L7z BEREZDIZH L, G
FRRRBR LB F OWBRE LR E LTS, BR
WA EIRFEM T 5 2O\ EREHEE S D2 AR
RTVEREBRTH L —HT, WETHIHERE %25
Gk Lo ENT Xk E L, BbR
v, Zo708EN X - Tk, EEFEZSE%
AT AAND OBEBREDLEL ), BE OFF
SR EE 2 E b HESI NS,

® in vitro SRR OB RERIL, /M
AL AR 2 C AR & A L L WA -
HAIFEOFHICRA I N TN S,

I 750 BEFHIED TS, BHEIOERHGE
fr,/BH H IS U CRY) 2 Bk 4 #IR 3 5 2 &
WENAA FF7 A4 v DFARE L. Table 1 IZFMN
T OSK [ o> Bz J i AR B A 5 4 >~ L EIR
A RITA ol MiEnx Lol FFl
Bk T 55, D AKEREVIE, ODPKHETH
D, KETREHSA TR, F2, HRERL
DWWk Tk, BAGFEAB IR Ce PENRE L
BE lBa% 52 [WNA AT 2 —nN—] L)
CETIRPEAENTVE I LY RXGERES A
L. DRETIE, BINEREOZENZENDTA FT4
DY O W T4 5

2. RMICHEITBBE A1 K1
RN RS T (EMA) 0 Rz 5 38 ] 32%) BE 4 A
NI4Tk, HEk, MWHEAEIR AT a1 R
W&, JEHIE LT Clinical Endpoint (FEERY T >
RRA VL) ZigEE L 7-BRRERADSE & D 2

YA v ZH3E Vol 14, No. 2 (2020) 81
gooooog



FRLTELY, THICHL, 20184EKICH S
7R RE WA O E & SIS A T 7 M
A N7 4 2TlE, BREBOREEL LT, oK
Bk b WY N F— g Y ENRTWIUSIRET 5
Fi#tETHHM L TwA Y T/, HHRFIE TR
KO,/ EhRFEZETHIUL, in vitro TOREEEM
Lo T MRERZ IR TE LN 7 2 —N—D
EZHERRLTCWAS, FI7 MOBRBETIED S
A3, DU IR B 2 ERRRBRO BT 7o —F
BONA T 2= N=DEZFIZOWTHRNT 5.

RS7 NHA RS54 OFEREIET 5 RS
DI (53IH) TiE, MKRHABORBEL LT, #
WEIREEE NS, T—TA MY vy Er 72k
% DPK 5A8R R I S Wi FE % Fa A & L 72 PKOaBR,
in vitro FZJ8 Zw MRS (IVPT) 25881761 T\ 5.
T/, BHENBLEA,S, AT70A4 FIZL2ER1L
POt & 81 & L 72 PD @B HH] - JLH o%h )
REICOWTYH, BRABRORELEL LTROTE
D, INHICELTIEHAREFEB LT Tu—F&
bE 2 4. DPK#EERICOWTIX, HARTIZERFIR
D L CIEFMTEVIREED 1 REETORE L 22 5
T2 7%, EMA TIEHLY AAGEFE L HIERED 2
R CHET 5 &) IHRESI LTV 5 1R, BATED
B, AHT 473y Na— VOFES R
SRR D,

K57 MTARFIA4>D551HTIRENN
A4 2 —N=1%, HMHOWEHIRT IV, B EH
MRFIETHIUL, SR 5 5K 220 RS0 %
AT 2T MREBRZRIRTE L LT AHHDT
Hb. BAAWLREEE LT, A—FETHsLZ L,
V2 I OEELE2SH UC, 20 mAEE
(EHI = 5% LUAN), & 72t W b n 7 e
P, Bz 13 pH REEE, & A WIS T R0 MR A, w1
oL dud —HEHARRETHLI L, EHI
BUFEEE & LT i vitro 1280 5 Y b vE SR 5
THNENA T T 2= NN=T &L EENE. /272
L, ARG DOINA F T XA ZE) T 4 L8H DM
REICHEE B A RS T ITREME O & 5 F IR % &
G L) R EMERFIEOR A1, 53 THTHI/R LK
8§ 5 W2 % SR PD SBREEHEII TR &
ns.

CDEIBNAF T L —N—DEZ X, HET
VI IRE L2 IRV C & 5 BRIR RS T3] TR &
NTWDD ZOf, SEEIZER L Tk SR

FITHENA T T 2= N=DFROENTHBY, B
FlommMAOBE R N Ew (RE) 5, EHEGOR
FIFF I AT T3 2 Z 58 L TR & [ —C,
pH, K, BEFE 2 EOWBEALEATEE AT L
TW5ERZELHAEIZIE, BEREBIIEAE LT
REERS>TWAEY —FT, HARTREITRE®EH
RN DONA F 7 2 —N=PHDENLDIE, HLF
THABA OB EEREORT, S 5IZFDMHZE
HIEAVN S WA IZIRS NS 9.
3. XKEICHIIBBE HA K51 >

KENC BT 2 3L, I RIE A & R
B L O THIESNDH, IHAIOK 8ETY =
ANy 7 A=H—=DBANIHLUT EHEEV D%
, MRS PRI WD, Yok v 7
HI D P #Af 13 2010~2015 4E D 5 4E [ T 2.76 1512
bEALTWR0 F/2 HHFONIZLEDL ST,
T Ay 7 AAFIDIGE S T WK S 44
mHbH5 (20204E 6 AKFL). ThoDERKE L
T, MoOHIE & L CTHGHEIVNE <, FIED
BHETH 272D I OES EPE W EI2Z,
A FITA Y FOBERELIRHINTWE, KIHTIX
KENZ B DHFNARD T A KT 4 VR EDRE
IRV IED 23S, BEEIFEICS U225l TR0 %
AT ODOWTERL L 72wy,

KRENERON & IRk, JERIE L CRIRI = > PR
A7 bR L LBRREBRALHEE D 2 2R
LT &7z 1995 4F | K EfmE s (FDA) 2%
M L7227 a4 FyLHEAIO BE GHiik B9 % 77
A5 v AT, BELLEIRIE L L 72 PD B
WRESN, INeHICHAR, FINTDH PD RERAER
&N Twa W, 1998 4 (256 & 7 57 1 ol
# BE iB# 12425 K97 M4 % AT, DPK
RERDIRE SN T W28, Y4 FDA O7R L 72 T
DIEF KT > 7)) BN % L, FHEMEORM
. REREOZYEICOWTHERO R H L &
DR % 2, ITICIEES T, 2002 ISR R T
7 MRERE SN TH S 12 20k, 2008 4E A
Sl TRFMER AT A &> A ] OFREIE L, 5]
i H & & ICEHEE I A b THERE S B BE
FERIRT AT T —T 2D TN L B,

Table 2 (ZBHE G H A 5 > A OHeIEAERIEH O
—Bl R L7z, T2 aVikEZBICEITS &,
in vitro SRER L in vivo REED 2 D ORI AR &

82 A1) v 7% Vol. 14, No. 2 (2020)
gooooog



Table2 FDA OEFERIAL A 4 > X THE S h 5 HEREDEN

%N HIE b 15t option 21d option
Acyclovir WH A VRE  Q1/Q2/Q3+IVRT Clinical Endpoint
Acyclovir 7)) —2A Por 4 v Ak Q1/Q2/Q3+IVRT+IVPT Clinical Endpoint
Adapalene % SYE RS Clinical Endpoint -

Amcinonide u—av A5FuaAfF PD (55 DU k) -
Ivermectin VA EIN HERRiEds S Q1/Q2/Q3+IVRT+PK Clinical Endpoint

Lidocaine WwH SIS Q1/Q2/Q3 -

Nitroglycerin WRE B LVE S8 PK -
Tacrolimus RE SR A Q1/Q2/Q3+IVRT+IVPT Clinical Endpoint

QL - WHIOHHAF L, Q2 : WA O, Q3+ YHAL AR LD T 5

IVRT : SEWpi ialBR, IVPT © 30 E Bk

NTWB W InvitroF 73 a v &iz41213, &
BRadH] & B RE SR B o E A F L (Ql) T,
WINFlOEAFESE (Q2) Th Y, KEESAi LR,
WESL pH & wvo 2L 2 S (Q3)
THHZEIZMAT, invitro YRR (IVRT)
CTRISMEZEHT 2LE5H 5. QL Q2058 7%
LA in vivo F 7Y 3 v ERBRINL 28A 1213,
FUEANVARZABE ZFRIEHIR T FARA 2 b
R OEAEE T TORE) 2/ & L2
IR RESNL, /2, Ty 70l r) — A
D invitro & 7 3 »Tlx, FIIEOFEIEZE S,
HETHRESINLHABRIIMA T, IVPT A RO 6N
TWw3 15).

EHWINE B E LR ERINEA L &5 &
200 iy B At < DHVHF 2 5f RAM BN T A 5 2 AD35E
HENTHY, Fig. 1121% 15t option & L THEHE S
NAHRBIEHOE G2 F Lok (GREVEFIIME
TEFLoOTEILTWS), PDREASHERES N
TWAHEHIIETATOA FAHAITH Y, PKER
BRI EICEgWINe B e L-BATH - 72, il
PREREE D FEREAHESE S N5 AL 25% TH H—,
invitro RERIZE A F 7Y a VIR EN TV S
Fd 36% & BIMMBEIIIZH V), /NA F+ 7 ===
BAIZEASNOOH D, —FHT, QARTQD
a2 7 )T LHIE, IVN—AZ T =ZTY) T
DI 22N — PV Z T, $EFF LOBER &0
TBfENTBY, N F 72— N—T&XLHANIZ
RO 25 DONHIRTH 5 10,

A1) v 7% Vol. 14, No. 2 (2020)

CE
25%

In vitro
36%

SR
192mAB

PK
15%

FDA OBEMER 4 1 & > X TR I h 2 HER
EDEE

CE:E&PRatER, PD: MEUNHEELER, PK: EBIAEEER,
Invitro : Invitro &85 (N1 74> x—/\—)

Fig. 1

4. REDHMICDONT

T—7 X M) v ¥y 7 UNO DPKRERO F12
DWTIE, E, THTITEFRLICHART T
O—FREENTBY, FDATH Y Y RKI T A
W SN D e ERILSEWT I TH L. AR
INERTEE, BREOPISEN 70— 72 ALT,
B F CHLE L -EY A RRFNICE=Y) VT
HEMELCTHEBZEDOTVWEID, 7277, 28
B7% FHCTH LD 70— TN L L FIEDFHRE S
N5 R, FBEOMESE W OPREI R IR
TWwa, FRERENZNETEE LT, LELT
T UARES R ARG 12 K B AT
bIESINT VDD, IR Y 7 F IV DsHllED
WEE %25 —Ab% L, EaEikd L3708

83

gooooog



o B W T
TCS Class 2

TCS Class 1

Q1, Q2 : A% Q1,Q2: [%

Q3 : A% 3 Q3 : FERF ||
\ I\ WS
e N N

TCS Class 3 TCS Class 4

Q1,Q2 : FEE Q1,Q2 : FRE

Q3 : ﬁ% @3 3’5@%
G /. \ QRS T :::):

Biowaiver

BE study

Fig.2 Topical Drug Classification system (TCS) (C
EINAM AT —N—DOH=
BEH 20 B—ZPHE

VENTWARWw®, HETHPINZT—4% &L
THATE2 L L-REE EMA2YRLTBY, 4
BOFMEF e D 0,
COMoFEEE LT, Shah 512X o> TIREESN
7 Topical Drug Classification System (TCS) (2%
DLENAF T 2= N=DH 520 2L, FHiE
F#H %2 Q1 Q2 [ U Q3 1B % [M &%~ JE[H
FHAEEMIZ4AOIZHEL, Q1.Q2./ Q3 HET
[[%CTd 5 TCS Class 1 ##|%°, Q1 Q2 H IR
THDHDQ3VNEEETH A TCS Class 3 1255 S 1L
LEFNIEMAT ETNA T T 2 —N—DRHET 5
twHartk 7 b Thsb (Fig.2). BEBETIIHME
PHIRENTVB ST, EORBIMLBIHRHALT
W B2 Q17 Q2 23JERIEE T 5 TCS Class 3
BFI OB N T2 DWW TIE, FDA o 8HE B 4 A
FUVAREMAD KT 7 N4 R4 VB LA
bETH—FICERFELTBY, KKE LTk
DEHMDPFEINTWDL2, —/FTID LX) e
L, R EHEAORNEEEMT ) Z THEHT
Y, GHTCSHEEZT TR, LAMNRBE,
AT OVERMEF R RA 2 ZRB L7271 &
Tary ) —OBEICIT I ERSEATH TS
59,
BbYIC

JRIFIT B2 6 o F 3% o BE GFAi:E & L CTlkx 2 7 7
O—FH0, A T4 X ~ORGASLTT I HIEIC

L oTENPHLZEERLTE2, 2 DPK #ER
FHARIZMZ THRINTHEAT A2 HEPFTHEH SN

72h3, KREITIEMKIRE LTHRAS T RWZ &8
REGEFHME R >TWE, T/, N4+ 72 —/3—
DAyt T MIFCKTEL ZITFANLNDDOH L D
DOBELHRINTWS. WFhoBHYETLIE
&AL, TERBER, A2, S5E0HEE, SBRoKE
FEHWREMEZ ZE L7 2T, @Y 7% BE 5F-lik: %
RETHIENHERIN TN L. 5, BHEERIT o
#RE L & |2 BE BABEICBI§ 2 Il o BRfE SR £
2T, ENOMZ ST R OB IED
R D LRI L TV 5.

FZEAER (COI DER
ARAERUZBI L, BAZS§ N S MBI AR IE 2w,

SE 3

1) JRIAT B o F 3R O B B EE SR O 720 O AW R
SRR A F 54 >, Pk 18 4E 11 A 24 HAF
EARATIEEE 1124004 5.

2)  JRYIT R ) O 4 S R SR i D 72 60 O A WY
FEWRBE T4 o142 Q&A, Fik 18411 A
24 B

3) i RIS O EYENESEERBR—T A K
T A URIS—, VI. JRPTEZRE 8K O &Y
SR A T4 v AHESRER. #Hl: U
125 ; 2013. p145-61.

4) Parfitt NR, Skinner M, Bon C, et al. Bioequivalence
of topical clotrimazole formulations: an improved
tape stripping method. J Pharm Sci., 2011; 14: 347-
57.

5) European Medicine Agency. Note for guidance on
the clinical requirements for locally applied, locally
acting products containing known constituents,
CPMP/EWP/239/95.

6) European Medicine Agency. Draft guideline on
quality and equivalence of topical products, CHMP/
QWP/708282/2018.

7)) BEEREROEYZGFESEERBETA T A 2,
PG 24 4F 2 F 29 HAF SR AT 0229 55 10 7.

8)  FHEAN O Fa B [ e o0 AR My S 1 (] Sk SR B S e L2
M2 HEARMNE 2 F, FH 30411 F 29 HAT$H5
HAE.

9)  JRIATE G E CEETZEA K ORAE) o
HEBED IO DEYFRGEERBET A K714 >,
PR 22 4E 11 A 1 B A FHAZER 1101 55 1 75,

10) U.S. Government Accountability Office. Generic
drugs under Medicare: Part D Generic drug prices
declined overall, but some had extraordinary price
increases. https://www.gao.gov/assets/680/
679022.pdf (£ 2020-10-30).

11) U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Guidance for
Industry, Topical dermatologic corticosteroids: iz
vivo bioequivalence.

12) Braddy AC, Davit BM, Stier EM, et al. Survey
of international regulatory bioequivalence

84 A1) v 7% Vol. 14, No. 2 (2020)
gogooo



13)

14)
15)

16)

17)

recommendations for approval of generic topical
dermatological drug products. The AAPS Journal.,
2015; 17: 121-33.

U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Guidance for
Industry, Bioequivalence recommendations for
specific products.

U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Draft product
specific guidance on acyclovir ointment.

U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Draft product
specific guidance on acyclovir cream.

18)

19)

bioequivalence of topically administered drugs:
current state and future perspectives. Skin
Pharmacol Physiol., 2010; 23, 225-43.

Mateus M, Abdalghafor H, Oliveira G, et al. A new
paradigm in dermatopharmacokinetics — Confocal
Raman spectroscopy. Int | Pharm., 2013; 444:106-8.
Rosas JG, Blanco M, Gonzalez JM, et al. Quality
by design approach of a pharmaceutical gel
manufacturing process, part 2: near infrared
monitoring of composition and physical parameters.

Chang RK, Raw A, Lionberger R, et al. Generic J Pharm Sci., 2011; 100: 4442-51.
development of topical dermatologic products: 20) Shah VP, Yacobi A, Radulescu FS, et al. A science
formulation development, process development, and based approach to topical drug classification system
testing of topical dermatologic products. The AAPS (TCS). Int ] Pharm., 2015; 491: 21-5.
Journal., 2013; 15: 41-52. 21) Miranda M, Cardoso C, Vitorino C. Quality and
Holmgaard R, Nielsen JB, Benfeldt, E. Microdialysis equivalence of topical products: A critical appraisal.
sampling for investigations of bioavailability and Eur J Pharm Sci., 2020; 148: 105082.

YA v 7% Vol 14, No. 2 (2020) 85

gogooo



