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Initiative for Acquiring Generic Drug Use System Premium 1 and Examining its
Economic Effects
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Summary : With the FY 2022 Revision of Medical Fee, the threshold for the Generic Drug Use System Premium 1
was raised to a usage rate of 90% or higher. The goal is to promote the use of generic drugs (GEs) to avoid a decrease
in revenue. It is also necessary to promote the use of biosimilars (BSs) to increase their usage rate. In preparation for
acquiring Generic Drug Use System Premium 1, we reviewed our initiative of promoting a switch to GE and BS and the
economic impact of switching at the National Hospital Organization Kyoto Medical Center (hereinafter, “this hospital”).
We calculated the amount of reduced drug costs when brand drugs were switched to GE and BS from April 2022 to
January 2023. Twelve drugs were switched to GE and 4 drugs to BS. As a result, the usage rate increased to a maximum
of 92.1%, making it possible to acquire Generic Drug Use System Premium 1. The reduction in drug costs was approxi-
mately 6.5 million yen and 110 million yen per year for switching to GE and BS, respectively. Analyzing the drug usage
and promoting a switch to GE and BS efficiently led to the acquisition of Generic Drug Use System Premium 1. We also
believe that switching to BS has made it possible to reduce the drug costs significantly and contribute to the management
of a DPC-covered hospital.
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