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Summary : We performed a questionnaire review in August 2006 to investigate outpatients’ awareness of
generic drugs. By age group, 64 % of the 195 patients who answered the questionnaire were over 60 years.
As for generic drugs, 135 patients (69 %) were aware of them, and the principal source of information
was the television. However, only 11 patients (5.6 %) took generic drugs, which was low, and 97 patients
(50.2 %) replied that they wanted to take generic drugs for the primary reason of reducing the financial
burden. However, 17 patients (8.8 %) replied that they did not want to use generic drugs for the primary
reason that they were concerned about the effects / side effects.

Eventually, we performed prescription event monitoring of 53 patients (65 drug agents) to whom generic
drugs were prescribed. Concerning their effect, the generic drugs of 62 drug agents (95.4 %) were judged
to show no changes compared to the original drugs, and for 3 drug agents (4.6 %), it was pointed out that
the efficacy decreased. We will continue to monitor and evaluate generic drugs in the future.
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