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Changes in the Use of Generic Drugs accompanying the Prescription System

Changes and the Consciousness of Pharmacists
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Summary : In Japan, the prescription format has been changed to a new format since April 2006, so that
physicians can now designate for prescriptions whether the prescribed medications can be substituted with
generic drugs and dispensed at pharmacies. We performed a questionnaire survey for 605 community
pharmacies in Nagasaki Prefecture to examine changes in the use of generic drugs accompanying the new
prescription system and the consciousness of pharmacists regarding generic drugs. As a result, physicians
have allowed the dispensing of generic substitutions at pharmacies in 13% of all prescriptions, and the
prescribed medications could actually be substituted by generic drugs about one-fifth of those times (2.4%
of all prescriptions). It was the opinion that half of the community pharmacists did not support generic
drugs. Because pharmacists’ roles are essentially important in generic substitution practices, they should
reform their consciousness regarding generic drugs.
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