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Proportion of Generic Products to Drugs Brought by Inpatients
and Related Workload of Pharmacists
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Summary : This paper reports the results of research concerning time required for the assessment of
drugs brought to hospital by inpatients and for the resulting re-prescription, and concerning the proportion
of generic products to such drugs, and the results of examination concerning time spent by pharmacists
with relation to drugs brought by inpatients.

There was a significant increase in the overall amount of drugs brought by inpatients from 1,774,407 yen
per month in fiscal 2010 to 2,074,494 yen per month in fiscal 2011. The amount of generic products included
therein also indicated a significant increase from 287,421 yen in fiscal 2010 to 352,134 yen in fiscal 2011,
though the number of newly admitted patients did not significantly change over the same time period. Taking
the days of stay at the hospital in October 2010 into account, the amount of drugs brought by inpatients that
were used during their hospitalization stood at 994,590 yen (approx. 6,300 yen per inpatient). Assessment
of drugs brought was undertaken in 96.3% of cases, and drugs brought were used in 76.0%. The overall
time spent on assessment stood at 35.0 hours per month, and the overall time for re-prescription was 20.0
hours per month. Combinedly, these activities took pharmacists 55 work hours. The actual amount of drugs
that were brought by inpatients and were used during hospitalization, taking the days of stay into account,
was approx. 1,000,000 yen per month, of which generic products took up 16.1 to 17.1%. Nevertheless, the
time required for assessment by pharmacists was not longer relative to other facilities.

This suggests that, even if generic products become more popular than the present, workload on pharma-
cists may not substantially increase at facilities where drugs brought by inpatients can be managed using
an electronic medical record system.
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