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Survey on Usage of Generic Drugs in Psychoneurotic Medicine and Awareness of
Pharmacists in Psychopathic Hospitals
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Summary : We conducted a questionnaire survey in order to clarify the usage of generic drugs in psychoneurotic
medicine (PM) and the awareness of pharmacists. We mailed a self-administered questionnaire to 119 psychopathic
hospitals across the Kinki region in April 2012. The average adoption rate of the generic drugs in PM was 21.2%, and
this rate differed considerably among hospitals. These hospitals had received indication of inclusion to the medical fee
for comprehensive wards. According to the awareness survey we performed, many pharmacists considered that the
use of generic drugs in PM would continue to increase. The consensus was that this increasing use was likely due to
the drugs’ economic benefits to the hospitals in conjunction with their mitigating the patients’ own drug costs. However,
some pharmacists reported negative attitudes, such as patients’ unease when switching to generic drugs and the low
reliability of the drugs. The survey showed that if patient anxiety towards generic drugs and other negative factors could
be reduced by appropriate pharmaceutical instruction on the use of the drugs in the future, the use of generic drugs in
PM would continue to increase.
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