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Significance of Activity of Japan Society of Generic Medicines

Generic medicines have been playing an important role to keep up with present pace of change of
era. Indeed, generic medicines allow us to reduce both of individual and national medical expenditures.
Also contribute to effective hospital management under a prospective payment system which has been
widely adopted. However, the market share of generic medicines (the proportion of generic medicines to
off-patent medicines for which generic medicines exist) remains only around 40% in Japan. Whereas, it
accounts for 60% to 90% based on the number of units sold in the US and EU.

What is the cause for such a low percentage, in Japan? There are naturally some differences among the
health care systems of countries. Moreover, there is not enough information available regarding generic
medicines. This lack of information tends to bring a vague uncertainty in the quality and supply of generic
medicines.

Including physicians, pharmacists and patients, we all should acquire an adequate knowledge of generic
medicines. That must be the most important task in future. Consequently, the companies will thoroughly
prepare for information provision to ensure their quality and safety as well as keep the constant and
adequate supply.

It is obvious that the innovative new medicines are always required and demanded. Most recently,
biosimilars appear to have been successful and monoclonal antibody-based products are become the major
class. Needless to say, the generic versions will become available after patent expiration. To accelerate the
growth and spread of knowledge about generic medicines including these biosimilars, our institution was
established in September, 2003. The members were mainly physicians and pharmacists at that time. And it
was renamed Japan Society of Generic Medicines in 2007.

Currently, Japan Society of Generic Medicines runs annual meeting once a year and publishes regular
academic journal “Japanese Journal of Generic Medicines” twice a year. As information provision
activities, “Generic Information System (GIS)” and “A Medicine Chest for Patients” are provided through
the website. “Generic Medicines Awareness Stickers” are also distributed in order to encourage hospitals,
clinics, or pharmacies in a more proactive use of generic medicines. Furthermore, we have been engaged
in other initiatives to promote understanding and awareness of generic medicines by setting up four
committees; “Quality Evaluation Committee”, “Policy Advisory Committee”, “Distribution Monitoring
Committee” and “International Study Committee”.

All potential medical personnel including interested individuals and organizations are highly and

respectfully encouraged to join our society to achieve the goal stated above.

Masaki Muto, M.D., Ph.D.,

President of Japan Society of Generic Medicines
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