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A Study on the Differences in Additives between Brand-name and Generic Drugs
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Summary : The apprehension toward generic drugs may be due in part to a perception of differences in additives
between brand-name and generic drugs. In this study, we conducted an analysis of additives that may induce adverse
reactions such as allergies or aspirin-induced asthma. Using information provided in package inserts, we examined the
use of the target additives in orally administered drugs, topical drugs, and injectable drugs, and compared the differences
in additive use between brand-name and generic drugs. In addition, we also compared the additive content between brand-
name and generic injectable drugs, and investigated the relationship between additive content and warning statements.
The results showed that for all target additives, there were no statistical differences in the frequencies of additive use
between brand-name drugs and generic drugs, regardless of the administration route. However, the analysis revealed that
there were certain additives that were more frequently used in either generic drugs or brand-name drugs. Furthermore,
there were no major differences detected in additive content, indicating the need for cautious utilization of both brand-
name drugs and generic drugs based on factors such as patient history of adverse drug reactions and food allergies.

The lack of consistent findings with regard to the association between additive content and warning statements suggests
that, as exemplified by the European system, Japan should consider the necessity of developing scientifically based
guidelines for warning statements concerning drug additives.
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